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Abstract 

In March 2006, the Hong Kong Government announced a merger of the telecommunications and broadcasting regulators into a single Communications Authority. At the same time, the Government also proposed a consolidation of the existing ‘sector-specific’ telecommunications and broadcasting laws into a unified communications law in future. 
In this paper, the authors examine three research questions: firstly, how did the regulatory regime for the telecommunications market evolve in Hong Kong? Next, what are the government’s proposals on the unified regulator and the unified law? Finally, whether, and to what extent, such a unified regulator and a unified law can adequately address the problems existing in the Hong Kong telecommunications market? 
On basis of literature review and documentary analysis of primary and secondary source materials on Hong Kong telecommunication law and policy, the authors argue that a unified regulator and a unified law will improve the regulatory framework of Hong Kong for its telecommunications market and bring it in line with the best international practices. However, the authors also consider that such regulatory reform will not solve all problems existing in Hong Kong telecommunications market, such as the absence of a general competition law and the increased influence (both political and economic) from Mainland China. The authors conclude that the Hong Kong government needs to embark on more reforms if it wishes to maintain its telecommunications market as one of the most open and competitive markets in the world.
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