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At present, broadband technologies and related services are hardly available in rural, underdeveloped, and remote areas of the European Union (EU). Especially, rural areas with a low density of population and weak economic structures show lacks in broadband accessibility. The difference in the broadband accessibilities between rural and urban areas is called “broadband gap”. 
However, the continuous closing of this gap, the area-wide diffusion of broadband infrastructure and services, and the increasing adoption of broadband technologies are of major importance for the European Commission (EC). This is because broadband technologies are one of the main drivers for economic growth, regional development as well as for the generation of jobs, as assumed by the EC. Accordingly, the European initiative “eEurope – an information society for all” aims at supporting the development of a knowledge-based European economy. One of the objectives of the EU Lisbon agenda is to become the world's "most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy" within the ten years from 2002 on. Therefore, the EU launched the “eEurope 2002” action plan, followed by the “eEurope 2005” action plan, to extent internet availability and adoption and to enhance competition in communications networks. The specific objectives of these programs are, among others, the deployment and extension of access to broadband infrastructures without any social exclusion.

The current strategic EU initiative “i2010” covers an integrated framework for the creation of a European information society. Related to this initiative there exist a vast amount of (policy) instruments to support broadband access in all areas of Europe: such as the implementation of the regulatory framework for electronic communications (EU framework programmes 5-7, privatization and licensing, interconnection and unbundling), EU research frameworks (5th – 7th framework), providing public funding (grants and loans) and fiscal incentives, state aids and competition policy, EU funding (e.g., structural funds and rural development fund (ESF), support demand aggregation and efficient procurement, supporting of the creation of modern public services, legal changes toward universal service arrangements, initiatives to remove of trade barriers, organization of workshops etc., to name only a few. 
This contribution aims at analyzing over 20 most important and recent EU-broadband initiatives funded by the EU, such as A-Bard, Birra, BREAD, BReATH, Cocobine, Rural Wings etc.. However, legal initiatives are not covered by this analysis. The projects will be classified on the basis of the focus of the projects, such as general broadband, broadband technology, socio-economic aspects of broadband, socio-technical aspects of broadband, services, push, and pull strategies. They will be classified into a raster of policy instruments. Additionally, their objectives will be analyzed and the outcome will be evaluated. 
On the basis of the analysis, the major findings are: 

(1) There are many projects with similar focus and same objectives. 
(2) New communication and information technologies, such as Web 2.0 applications, are hardly applied in the projects. However, the use of such technologies would help to reduce redundancies among the projects. 

(3) Despite the existence of a vast amount of projects, there are still areas of interest for practitioners and academia, which are not covered by the projects. This contribution will depict these undiscovered areas. 
